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3 long been 3 thar- 
raſſed by their Heathen Neighbours, and 
were at that Time Captives in Babylon) 
with the Promiſe of a ſpeedy Redemp- 
tion from their preſent Hardſhips, and a 
happy Re eſtabliſnment in their own 
* the ſame Time He in- 
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fiſts upon it, that all the Evils they had 
ſuffered Fa their E Enemies Were — 
r theit Rebellion, 2gainſt Him, whole 
ens e MG ns ons 
ind that "they mad not yet (Of 
ed their Behaviour 958475 mt 2 
any Reſpect to deſerve that Deliverance 
He intended for them. — * When the 
Houſe of lirael dwelt in their own Land, 
faith God, rhey \ defiled- it by their. own 
Way and by their Doings:: — Wherefore 
I poured my Fury upon 'thom-—and I ſcat- 
tered them among the Heathen, and they 

were diſperſed through the Countries : — 
According to tbeir Mar, and” according 
fo their Dbings 1 judged: ihm. — Nor 
did even the Preſſutes of theit Captivity 
ſerve to cotrect, or make them alter their 
Manners; for it follows, And when 
they entered unto the Heatben, i. e. were 
carried away Captive, they prophaned my 
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holy Name, brought a Scandal; upon it 
by. their evil Practices, inſomuch that it 
"22945, ſaid to them with lig Contempt ; 
Theſe are the People of the Lord, and 
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(s) 
ſaith God, I had Pity for my holy Names, 
the Heathen; - wherefore' ſa -unto; the 
Houſe of litael, thus (ſaith the Lord:God 
—1 do not this. for your 'Sakes, O Houſe 
Iſtael, but for” my holy Name's Sake, 
which ys baue prophaned- among the Hed» 


then, whither- ye 'went.”' It was rather 


to ſtop the inſolent Reproaches, and re · 
preſs the Preſumption of. theſe idolatrous 
Heat hen; as alſo to give both them and 
the Fews à convincing Proof of his over - 
ruling Providence, and to vindicate the 
miſe He made to their Fatbers. It was 
rather, I ſay, on theſe Acoounts than ſot 
any Merit in hit own People of the they 
preſent Generation, that God determined 
to put their Enemies the Heatben, that 
were about them, to Shae, and to bring 
them again into their own. Laud; but 
remember, and forſake their gun evil 
Mays, and loathe themſelues for their 
former. abominable Iniquities. The Ob- 
ſervations ariſing from this Part of the 


Jewiſh nee will be no improper Sub- 
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1 
jest: bo imploy; out Thonghth upon at this 
Time: And it were well fon us, would 
wa all make the Ame ſuitabie Reflection 
lat ounſal uem, Which: the inſpited Writer 
rommends to the er. en 
That God, the ſupreme Governor of 
the World, and Diſpoſer af all Events, 
does never puniſh any People without 
their deſerving it, is evident not oniy from 
the undeniable Perfections of his Nature, 
om his Juſtice; Holinck, and Goodneſs, 
{without which He ' wouid> acaſe to be 
what" He is) bat alſo from Experience, 
and! the Acodunts we generally meet with 
in- Hiftory with Regard to chis Point — 
that He likewiſe, not only never afflias 
without a Cauſe, but is moreover pleaſed 
un ſome Occaſions 10 ſpare a Nation 
tho this be more than what we have any 
Right to expect, and is no'neceflary Con- 
fequence from any natural Notions we cov 
have of his Being and Attributes, yet nei · 
ther is it contrary to them, and is what 
in Fact hath” frequently been the Caſe.— 
That it was o wich the Fee is plain 
from the Iuſtance in the Text, and from 


many 


629 
many others recorded in-the ſacred With 


ings. —And that our own Caſe at pre- 


ble theirs;' appears from the almoſt uns- 
verſal Complaint of the general Depras 
vity and Cortuption of theſt Times, and 
doubtedly Cauſe enough to acknowledge 
the wndeſerved Goodneſs of God ſhewn 
to them on many Occaſions. — We are 
here now met together to return our un- 
ſeigned Thanks to Him for a Deliverance 
from the. greateſt Evi that could poſſi» 
bly defall our Country, even no leſs than 
z total Subyeriion both of our ciuil and 
religious Liberties, together with all the 
Havock and Confuſion, the Scenes of 
vaſtat ion, that muſt have attended fuch 
Change of Government, as the Abet- 
tors of this wicked Rebellion were at- 
tempting to bring about. And the De- 
nei · ¶ den of all religious Thankſgiving: being 
hat not. only tp expreis our Joy for the im- 
e. nediate Occaſton of it, and to offer up 
plain our Praiſes and Acknawledgments to Hea- 
From Ven on het. Account, but fe; and het 

chiefiy, 
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ſent doth in this Reſpect too much reſem = 
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1 
Sentiments of real Gratitude, of Duty and 
Piety towards God, and a conſtant Obe. 
dience for the future to his holy Will, 
as we are indeed always bound to, but 
which the Exigency of our Affairs does at 
ſome Times more: particularly require of 
us, in order to purſue this End, I ſhall 
endeavour in the ee een to 


W * 


1. But, 1 155 many Obligations that w we 
and the whole People of this Land have 
to be heartily 'and devoutly thankful to 
Almighty God for the important Occaſion 
of this Day's Solemnity, which has hap- 
pily diſpelled that dark Cloud, thoſe u- 
eaſy Fears and-Apprehenſions which be- 
fore hung upon the Mind of every tr 
1 and e. _ 


. aue How mech Mentha we 
have to be aſbamed and confounded fir 
our own Doings," which hat brought w 
ſo near the Edge of Deſtruction, and from 
which we were reſcued, not ſo much for 
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our oem Saler, dl for God's holy Name i 
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(9) | 
ch Sake, for the Sake of that Cauſe, which 
nd of all others in this World moſt deſerves 
X- © our Regard, and which is the moſt likely 
ill, of any to ſecure and continue to us the 
ut i Interpoſition of Te in its De- 
ar i fence. | 


of | 

hall .. In order to take a due Eſtimate of 
to il our Delzverance, we muſt conſider not 
only what the Nation has ſuffered already 
by the great Expence of its Blood and 
Treaſure, at a Time when we were other- 
wiſe engaged in a neceſſary War; v but 
aſs how much greater Evils we. muſt 
haye undergone, what a terrible Scene of 
Confuſion muſt have enſued, had the Re- 
bellion proceeded much further, had it 
ſeized the Metropolis of the Kingdom, or 
been at length Fatally crowned with Suc- 
ceſs. The paſt Evils are till fo freſh in 
the Memories of moſt Men, who have 
had any Concern for, or Attention to the 
Welfare of their Country, that there will 
be the /eſ5 Need to enlarge much upon 
them. Even thoſe who were leaſt inqui- 
tive as to Particulars, muſt yet know 
amen e or may eaſilj imagine to them- 
Sake, B felves 


N * 
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ſelves what are the infeparable Attendants c 
on an inteſtine War, of all others the WW #s 
moſt dreadful both in its Cauſes and bi 
Effetts. th 
War indeed of any Kind has ſomerhing P 
ſo horrid and ſhocking in the very Idea pe 
of it, ſo grating to the common Senti- 
ments of Humanity, and much 'more to 
the mild and forbearing Spirit of the 
Goſpel, that many Chriſtians in former 
Times, not without very plauſible Reaſons 
to ſupport their Opinion, have maintain- 
ed a State of War to be in all Caſes ut. 
terly unlawful : But this to be ſure was 
going quite too far, and is a Notion 
which would lead to infinitely greater 
Evils, than even thoſe it intends to guard 
againſt. For the Reſult of ſuch a Doc- 
trine, if ſtrictly adhered. to, would be 
ſubjecting the Be Part of Mankind to the 
lawleſs Will of the Vorſt. So that Ar: 
guments drawn from the unayoidable 
Miſeries of War can only prove it to be 
unlawful, when it is undertaken, as it too 
often is, by ambitious Princes, merely for 
the Sake of Congueſt and vain Glory; fot 
inlarging their own Dominions, and in 
cCroachinę 
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nts croaching on the Liberties of their Neigh» 
e tours: Or indeed for any other: Cauſe, 
md but that of a neceſſary Self-Defence, and 

the Preſervation of thoſe Rights and 
ing Privileges which cach Nation has a pro- 
ati. Great 7 had certainly Cauſe ſuf- 
to ficient to vindicate its Appeal to Heaven 
the for Juſtice in declaring War againſt Spain 
met for Reaſons long felt, and too well known 
ons to be here inſiſted on. Soon after 
the Commencement of this War, unwil⸗ 
lingly entered into, but yet attended with 
ſome conſiderable Succeſs, unhappily for 
the Repoſe of Europe, the Death of the 
ater late Emperor kindled a new Flame, and 
uard I fer all Things in freſh Confuſion. The 
Joc-M Herr to his hereditary Dominions (to guard 
1 bel whoſe peaceable Succeſſion he had inga- 
o the ged the moſt conſiderable Powers in Eu- 
Ar. rope) ſoon found them lawlefsly invaded, 
dable mand i herſelf deſtitute of that Succour ſhe 
o beſſſ had juſt Reaſon to expect. In this Di- 
t too lireſs France, ever ambitious of extend- 
foi ing her own Power at any Rate, and gi- 
; for ving Law to other Countries, inſtead of 
d inf compoſing Differences, or affording that 
| N 15 | B 2 Aſliſtance 


bh | Es) | | 
Aſſiſtance which ſhe was as ſtrongly bound o 
to, as this or any other Nation could be, I of 
perfidiouſly imployed both her Arms and me 
her Councils to defeat the very End for Wl the 
which ſhe had plighted her ſo/emn Faith. 1 
It might perhaps be thought too bold an IN ty 
Undertaking for one Power, almoſt alone, ¶ the 
to ſtand up in Defence of infured Right I gag 
and Merit againſt ſo formidable an'Op. I vok 
poſition as was made. But ſuch .unjuſt ſo 1 
Proceedings as theſe could not but rouſe of : 
the Spirit of the Britiſh Nation, tho in- 1 
volved in a War with Spain, and la- vhi 
bouring under the Weight of large pub- Rig 
lick Debts, to become Parties in the Diſ- Wing 
pute, not thinking the Difficulties they Io » 
were then under themſelves, or the Ex. Wtage: 
ample of orher States, a ſufficient Excuſe Wincli 
for not performing, in the moſt effettual bone 
Manner, the Promiſes given to an old Halarn 
Ally. Nor could we indeed with any 
Honour, or even Safety to ourſelves, have 
tamely ſubmitted to ſee the eſtabliſhed 
Ballance of Power, and conſequently the 
Liberties of Europe, fot which our An- 
ceſtors had expended ſo much Blood and 


1 ure, all violently ravaged and ſwal. 
| lowed 
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d I lowed up at once without any Proſpect 
e, of Recovery, and not make one Struggle 
nd more, one generous Effort to preſerve 
or them. 

th. It was natural to expect, that our hear- 
an ty and vigorous Determinations to purſue 
ne, the Enemies of Peace and Juſtice, by in- 
ght aging in this auxiliary War, would pro- 
p- oke (as it did) the Reſentment of France, 
juſt W fo far as to produce an open Declaration 
uſe Nof Hoſtilities from thence. 

in- In this Situation of our publick Affairs, 
la- © whilſt we were thus vindicating our own 
ub- Rights and Independency, and endeayour- 
Diſ- ing to reſtore, Freedom and Tranquillity 
hey N 0 our Nezghbours, and when the Advan- 
Ex- tages of War began in ſome Meaſure to 
cuſe MWincline to our Side, and to favour our 
Tua boneſt Purpoſes, we were all on a Sudden 
alarmed with the Approach of Dangers 
at Home, and our Attention called off 
from a more foreign Concern to provide 


for our own immediate Safety. Our Ene- 
mies Abroad, who in the laſt great War 


had often experienced to their Coſt the 
Superiority of the Engliſh Force, and of 
hat true Courage which Juſtice and a 

Love 


| 
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Lowe of Liberty inſpires, not caring to 
traſt wholly to their Numbers, or run 
the Hazard of a fair Engagement, betook 
themſelves to the baſer Methods of Con- 
queſt, by arming the Suþjet7s of this 
Crown againſt cach other, in order to 
introduce a Popſh Pretender to the 
Throne, who, would be more compliant 
to their Wiſhes. —The Beginnings of this 
Attempt were ſo very week and deſpica- 
ble, and the Project itſelf ſo unlikely to 
ſucceed, that the Report of it was ſcarce 
credited at firſt by many, even of Thoſe 
who heartily wiſhed well to the Govern 
ment: By others, who were more 
indifferent, it was intirely lighted : —But 
highly ridiculed and. expoſed, as. an extra: 
vagant falſe Alarm, by ſuch as were ſup- 
led moſt inclinable to Javour the De- 
pr ---When aftetwards it too manifeſtly 
became a Matter of very ſerious Con- 
cern, and excited the Hopes or Fears e 
every Man in the Nation, there was (til 
ſuch a blind Mixture of Accounts, an- 
the Strength and Progreſs of the Rebel; 
Was ith different Views ſo much mag 
niſied or diminiſhed, and ſo many wicke: 
Lie 


(75) 
to Lies were induftriouly ſpread: about the 
un Kingdom, that it is no Wonder the Hearts 
ok of many began to fail, and be poſſeſſed 
n- | with the moſt uneaſy Sollicitude for the 
bis Event. How far the deteſtable Spirit of 
to Rebellion had reached, what latent Ene- 
the mies we might have amongſt ourſelves, 
ant made ſo by Faction and Diſcontent ; ; 
this not to mention thoſe who by Principle 
ica- ¶ arc Enemies to our Conſtitution : In a 
to Word, how many from the various Mo- 
ace ¶ tives of Want, Envy, Ambition, and other 
hoſe reſtleſs Paſſions: How many more from 
cri WW 2 fupid Ignorance and mere Infatuation, 
note BY would have been ready to join in effe&- 
Bur ing our common Ruin, was impoſſible 
xtra: to be determined with any Certainty ; 
nor did the grave Concern, which ſome 
exprefled at our impending Fate, make it 
feſtly aly to be diſtinguiſhed, whether they 
Coll more feared or wiſbed for a Change.--- 
rs O'flt is to be hoped however for the Ho. 
zur of the Nation, that there were fewer 
Enemies of this Kind than is commonly 
Wimagiried, and that ſcarce any, except 
meme known deſperate Leaders in the, 
vickeſ more remote Parts of the Kingdom, fol- 


lowed 


116) 
lowed by their blind ſlaviſn Train of De: 
Pendants, (equally prepared for any Enter- 
prize of Plunder) were determined to 
purſue ſo deſtrufFive a Scheme.----Re- 
preſentations no doubt had been made 
Abroad, and ſtrong Aſſurances given, that 
the Engliſb People in general were uneaſſ 
to the laſt Degree, and ripe for Rebel. 
lion, -that they were full of Grievances 
and Complaints, and wanted only a fit 
Opportunity to ſhake off their Chain: 
And indeed ſuch ſcandalous Reflections 
were openly caſt upon the publick Ad- 
miniſtration, ſuch Liberties taken both in 
Speech and Writing, (not to be parallel 
ed in former Ages or other Countries 
* that a Stranger might well conclude there 
was too much Truth in the Repreſents 
tion. — But when the Trial came to be 
made, and the Danger of a Change drew vou 
near, it ſoon appeared, to the Comfort 
of all honeſt Men, that the beft, the mot 
knowing, and moſt conſiderable Part © 
the Nation were zealous, to declare theit 
Abhorrence of ſo foul a Deſign, and join- 


vaſtor 
got, 
Infam 
deed 

much 


ed as one Man to defeat it. Their Lay, 
bours, their Fortunes, and even their Lives 
were 


(7 
were gladly devoted to his Majeſty's Set · 
vice, and the on/y Contentlon among them 
ſeemed to be, who ſhould be moſt for- 
ward in hazarding every Thing for ſo 
good a Cauſe ; on the Support of which 
indeed depended the Preſervation of all 
that could be dear and valuable ro them. 
The real Merit of theſe true Patriots; 
who diſtinguiſhed themſelves moſt on this 
important - Occaſion, muſt ever be re- 
membered with due Praiſe and Gratitude, 
whilſt the pretended Patriotiſm and falſe 
Zeal of others, who for many Years be- 
fore had been labouring to diſtreſs, and 
bring an Odium upon the Government, 
to poiſon the Minds of their Fellow - Sub- 
jects, and poſſeſs them with groundleſ 
Fears and Jealouſies of unknown Dangers 
it Home, (without which I ſuppoſe there 
would have been no Thought of an In- 
vaſion from Abroad) — will either be for- 
got, or treated with that Abhorrence and 
Infamy they deſerve.—I ſhall not, as in- 
deed I cannot, pretend to heighten the 
much greater Infamy and Guilt of zhofs, 


Irho not content with expreſſing their 
C Diſſa- 
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Diſſatisfaction in mere Words, in bold Ca 
lumnies and Invectives, — (Crimes black 

enough of themſelves in the Scripture 

Account) proceeded even to imploy their 

aarneſt Endeavours to overturn our happy 
Conſtitution and Government, rather than 

not bear a Part themſelves in the Direc 
tion of it; to depoſe and murder their 
lawful Sovereign, to extirpate his whol: 
Race, and in the End, ſuabject their Coun- 
try to a foreign Yoke. The Guilt of ſuch, 
( whoever they were) who, tho not in 
Perſon, yet by their Councils, their Mo. 
ney, their Intereſt, or by any other Means 
gave Encouragement and Aſſiſtance to 
them, who actually took up Arms for 
that Purpoſe, is beyond Aggravation.— 
They are ſtrictly chargeable with all the 
evil Conſequences ' which did, and the 
much worſe which might have enſued from 
ſuch a deſperate Conduct, with all the Bar. 
-barities, Plunder, and Devaſtation - com- 
mitted in ſeveral Towns and Countries, 
the lamentable Diſtreſſes thereby brought 
on private Perſons and Families, and what 
is moſt to be conſidered in this Caſe, they 
arc 


(19) | 

are chargeable with the Myrder (for it 
can be called no otherws/e) of every 
hal Subject, who fell in Defence" of his 
Country. The Ruin of their own Friends 
too, and the neceſſary Exerciſe of thoſe 
Severities, which every Government has 
a Right, and is obliged to make uſe of 
for its own Security; the Death of thoſe 
unhappy Rebels, who were either cut off 
in the Field of Battle, or reſerved for a 
more juſt and proper Fate, muſt all be 
charged to the ſame Account. Theſe then 
are the Evils (beſides others of a yet more 
publick Nature, ſuch as the Interruption, 
of Trade and Commerce, &c.) which did 
happen, enough one would think to ex- 
cite a deep and bitter Remorſe in the 
Authors of them. 

Bur how much more extenſive muſt 
our Calamity have been, and what a num- 
berleſs Train of Miſeries muſt have fol- 
lowed, had the Rebel Army made a. fur- 
ther Progreſs, had they been more power- 
fully ſupplied at Home, and from Abroad, 
than it appeared they were, and been ina- 


bled, for a Puniſhment of our Sins, to 
©. make 
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make this fruitful and once happy Coun. 
try, one Scene of Deſolation and a Field 
of Blood ! The Conteſt, while it laſted, 
muſt have been exceeding ſharp and cruel 
on both Sides, and it was abſurd to ex 
pect that a Change could have been brought 
about in a very ſhort Time. - A King of 

ritam, ſupported by his Parliament, 
(with the great Strength of the Nation at 
his Command) and who by the Juſtice 
and Clemency of his Reign had never 
given any real Occaſion for Tumult and 
Diſquiet, is not ſo eaſily to be depoſed 
as fome raſh and inconſiderate People 
may imagine; and tho in a former Reign, 
when our Nights and Privileges. were 
arbitrarily invaded, a Revolution formed 
for the Recovery of them was ſo effectu- 
ally and fo ſpeedily brought about, yet 
it is reaſonably to be preſumed, that a 
Project calculated for quite contrary Pur- 
poſes, fot the mime Deſtruction of theſe 
invaluable Bleſlings, could never finalh I 
ſucceed, whilſt rhe ſame Zeal for our Re- 
ligion and Liberties as them exerted itſell, 


is till alive among us. 
7 ut 
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But ſuppoſing, as the Events of War 
are always uncertain, that our Enemies 
had ſo far preyailed as to get the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Power for, the preſent into their 
Hands, yet this could never have laſted 
long without frequent and continual. In- 
terruptions, Whilſt there was any one Pro- 
teſfant Branch of the Royal Family re- 
maining to aſſert and vindicate its Rights, 
and which could not fail of being ſup- 
ported by other States, who, if not from 
a Principle of Fuſtsce, and a Senſe of 
Gratitude for Benefits received, yet for 
their own Sakes, and. to reduce the dan- 
gerous and over-bearing. Power of that 
Tyrant, (whoſe Tributaries we mult then 
have been) would have been willing to 
give à proper Aſliſtance. — In the mean 
Time, and till Things were re: ſettled, 
(beſides all the Evils already mentioned, 
of Neighbours, Friends, Brethren, all at 
fatal Variance, and ſheathing their Swords 
in each others Bowels) what a terrible 


. Confuſion: of Property, of which ſo con- 


ſiderable a Part depends intirely upon the 
Support and Continuance of the — 
Overn- 
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Government, - muſt have been the Conſe. 
quence? And who is there among us, 
that could have had any Security of his 
Poſſeſſions, when ſo many Forfeitures, 
under various Pretences, too tedious here 
to mention, might haye been claimed, in 
order to fatisfy a numerous indigent Train 
of Followers, whoſe long Services, La- 
bours, and Hazards for the Cauſe, in which 
' they had liſted themſelves, would have 
been pleaded as a ſufficient Title to the 
higheſt Rewards ? — But I forbear to dwell 
any longer on ſo diſagreeable and horrid 
a Subject. We have all of us, even our 
Enemies themſelves if they conſidered go 
rightly, great Reaſon to rejoice that a 574 
timely Stop was put to civil Rage and /n. 
Fury,---that no further Ravages and Op- -g 
preſſions were committed in the Land. and 
and that neither they, nor we have had YY 
more Friends, Countrymen, or Kindred ever) 
to deplore the Loſs or Ruin of,—that all 
our Intereſt and Properties are ſtill ſafe 2, 
and ſecure to us under the mild and gra- 
cious Government of a King, who till 
the late unhappy Neceſſity drove him to 


It, 
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it, never-ſtained the Felicity of his Reign 
with the Blood of any State Criminal 7 
who can never to this Day be charged 
with any one arbitrary illegal Act, and 
who, from all that appears, has the true 
Welfare and Glory of his People as much 
at Heart, as the moſt * Lover of 
his Country can deſire. 

It is no ſmall Addition to our Joy on 
this grateful Occaſion, that we can boaſt 
of a Prince, who with the true Spirit of 
his Anceſtors, long famed for undaunted 
Reſolution and Conduct, gave Life and 
Vigour to our Troops, and became the 
glorious Inſtrument, in the Hand of Pro- 
vidence, to bring about the great Delive- 
rance, Which we this Day commemorate. 
—How much was owing to «the Courage 
and Bravery of our Troops, animated by 
ſo noble an Example, is well known to 
eyery Body. 


24ly, How much we owe to Provi- 
dence, and what Returns we are bound 
to make for the unde ſerved Bleſſing, is 
ur preſent Buſineſs to confider. — Not fot 


3 your 
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— — 


gion, the beſt Band of Society, have bcer 


„ 
your Sakes do I this, ſaith the Lord God 
be it known unte you ; be: aſhamed and 
confounded for your oten Was, &O ſp 
of Iſrael. 

Had God —— the \Swerd of hi 
Wrath to have paſſed quite thro the Land, 
and made us the miſerable Inſtruments of 
our own mitkal Deſtruction, we - ſhould 
with Shame and Confuſion to ourſelves ¶ wi 
have been obliged to acknowledge the 11 
Fuftice of his Vengeance; — that he had I hat! 
dealt with us after our Sins, and re. up 
warded us according to our Wickedneſ3. 

I would not willingly interrupt the 
Rejoicings of this Day, by bringing any 
melancholy Conſiderations to our Minds; 
— but it is too evident, and cannot be 
diſſembled, that our Principles and Man- 
ners have been greatly ſunk and. dege-hi 
nerate ; —that the main Duties of Rel; 


ſtrangely neglected . Hence ſpring. pw 
fic, as well as private Miſchiefs and Dil 
turbances.— Ambition, Avarice, Luxury 
and a bare-faced Corruption, have ſpreafeti 
themſclyes among 4 Parties and DenoWi 

minatio 
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minations of Men. A prophane Con- 
tempt of Things ſacred has too gene- 
rally prevailed; and the fundamental 
Doctrines of our holy Fairb have been 
openly expoſed and ridiculed. Even 
Naturul Nellgion itſelf, and the common 
Notions af Morality, have not eſcaped 
the Attac of ſpameleſt Wits, — What 
vill be the End thereof, God only knows 
—Þy many extraordinary . Providences 
hath He, in former Times, been pleaſed 
to preſerve this Chureh and Nation from 
the pernicious Deſigns of open and ſecret 
inemies to our Liberties, and the Re- 
any r mat inn Me have cryed to Him in 

Jar Trouble, and He has delivered ns 
rom our Diſtreſs; but when the Evil 
vas removed, how conſtantly almoſt hath 
his kindly Inter poſition been overlooked 
ad forget, and little Improvement made 
7 the ewakening Call to Repentanct? 
has lately heard the devout Prayers 
ſome, and faved others againſt their 
ill What Effect this merciful Diſpen- 
ion will have upon both, Time muſt 
cover It ſurely becomes every one 
latio | D | of 
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of us ſeriouſly to look into. his own 4 
Breaſt,. and to purge out the Corruption © 
.of it z without which even the Matter of 8 
our preſent Joy will avail us little; and 
| we muſt /coner or later feel the inevitable 
Stroke of the Divine Anger. We have had 
abundant Warnings both by Judgment. 6 
and Mercies ; and it nearly concerns us 
to make a right Uſe of them. Wherte- 
fore now that we are reſcued from ſo 
great and imminent Danger, let us take 
Care not to provoke God any more by 
our Impiety and groſs Immoralities. Let 
us alſo gratefully acknowledge the BA 
ſmgs He has ſo liberally held out to us. 
Let us learn to ſet a higher Value, than 
we have hitherto: done, on the religious 
Advantages we enjoy in having the purt 
Light of the Goſpel among us; | but 
above all, let us endeavour to recom- 
mend and adorn our Profeſſion by a ſuit 
able Practice. Let us make ourſelves 
thoroughly acquainted with the true 
Grounds of our Departure from the N 
' wiſh Communion, that ſo we may be 
the leſs liable to be * upon by the 

| | Artific 
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„ Artifice of thoſe, who Ie in Wait 't 

deceive, and make it their Buſineſs to dif 
* guiſe the real Depravities of that Church, 
1 which, wherever it is firmly eſtabliſhed, 
ble BY "Ot ont abounds with a Multitude of- 
ba e and ridiculous Superftitions, but alſo 
10 with the moſt znhumane and 
Cruelties. And tho in Proteſtant Coun- 


a tries it may affect to wear a more mild 
| 10 and fauaurable Aſpect; and the Profeſſors 
take of it (among whom no Doubt there are 

5 many good and valuable Per ſons in other 
* Reſpects) may be the moſt civil and inof- 


B fenſtre in their Behaviour; yet it would 

de Madneſs in this Nation to truſt to 
the ſe Appearances, having mote than 
once found, by fatal Experience, that 
Sie heir tender Mercies are cruel — | 
pure] We are now at full Liberty with the 


but Goſpel and all other Helps lying before 
gow us to judge for ourſelves, to ſearch after 
=, Truth, and to profeſs that Religion which 


Jour own Conſciences tnoſt approve of. 

Y May 256 Privilege, ( for which we can- 

not be too much concerned) never be 
Von, : 
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loſt, nor abuſed and —_ into Licen- 
tiouſneſ s 

Let us ſet a juſt Value too on out civil, 
as well as our religious Liberties, on that 
happy Conſtitution of Government, by 
Which our Perſons and Eſtates arc ſo ſe- 
curely guarded, that as far as human 
Means can provide, the very meaneſt is 
under no Fear of Violence and Oppreſſion 
from the greateſt, and no Man is liable 
to any other out ward Reſtraint, than what 
the known Laws of his Country ſubje& I ger 
him to.— Theſe ſeveral Adyantages we | it 
have many Years enjoyed beyond moſt I wh 
other Nations upon Earth.—Let not the ind 
long and uninterrupted Poſſeſſion of them thei 
make them appear the leſs valuable in 
| themſelves, or abate our thankful Regard imp 
for them. — Much more, let not an ill- ¶ piſe 
grounded Suſpicion of Deligns to rob us beer 
of this Bleſſing make us at any Time if weig 
hereafter fly, as ſome have lately done, I to fl 
for Refuge to that which muſt prove the I tion 
certain Ruin of it, and throw ourſelves tack, 
headlong into he Arms of arbitrary ther 
Power, under Pretence of running from Reſe 

i. 
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trat 
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it.—-I(t has been the conſtant Policy of our 
known Enemies to encourage every Jea- 


' louſy of this Kind, in order to put us off 


our Guard, and divert our Attention from 
real to imaginary Dangers. The Fears of 
Popery, the Pretender, and an Invaſion, 
haye been long accuſtomed to be treated as 
mere Notions, calculated to ſerve. other 
Purpoſes than what were fit to be openly 
ayowed. One good Effect at lea may 
reaſonably be expected from the late dan- 
gerous Attempt, as it has turned out, that 
it will help to open the Eyes of many, 
who were before blinded with Prejudices 
induſtriouſly promoted and infuſed into 
their Minds, and convince them at length 
of the Reality of that, which they were 
impudently taught to disbelieve and deſ- 
piſe. Hard indeed, on this. Account, has 
deen the Lot of thoſe who have had the 
weighty Care of the Publick committed 
to their Charge! for if they left the Na» 
tion unguarded againſt any ſudden At- 
tack, they were falſe to themſelves and 
their Truſt, and would really deſerve the 
Reſentment of the Peqple. On the other 
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hand, if they kept up the neceſſury Meats 


of Defence, always ready and prepared, 


they muſt undergo the ſevete Imputation 
of being Inſtruments of Tyranny, and 


Betrayers of the Liberties of their Coun- 


try.—Let our late Experience then, if no- 
thing elſe will, ſatify us of the Falſbobd 


and evil Tendency of ſuch Suggeſtions, 


and make us a/} unite more heartily for 


the future in whatever really contributes 
to the publick Good.—If laying aſide all 
groundleſi Jealouſi es and Diſcontents, we 
would each of us apply ourſelves to the 
Duties of our reſpective Stations, and, ac- 
cording to the Apoſtle's Rules, fudy to be 
quiet, and do our own Buſt neſs, — fear 
God, and honour the King, we might 
once more hope to become a- flouriſbing 
and happy People. —And tho' to uſe the 
Words of the Prophet, the Enemy hath 
ſaid againſt us, Ahah! even the ancient 
high Plares are burs in Poſſeſſion, and 
tho' in. their own Imaginations they had 
already ſwallowed ns up" on” every Side, 
and with deſpiteful Minds, aud the Jt 
of their whole Hearts, they tiad marked 
1 88 us 
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as out for certain Slavery and Ruin; yet 
as God, by proſpering the Arms'of our 
Sovereign, in ſuppreſſing the Rebellion at 
Home, has in a great Meaſure defeated 
their wicked Deſigns, not only. upon our- 
ſelves, but our Allies Abroad; ſo we 
truſt, and may have good Grounds to ex- 
pect (if our Sins do not prevent it) that 
He will yet further aſſiſt and inable us ef- 
fectually to humble the Ambition of ſucb 
as injuriouſſy delight in War, and in his 
own good Time reſtore to us, and the 
Nations around us, the general Bleſſing 
of a ſafe and honourable Peace. 
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